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 Spring heralds the emergence of many things, including bicycles and a new crop of 

drivers.  Unfortunately, some drivers haven’t a clue that bicycles are a normal part of traffic, and 

some cyclists are equally clueless about their rights and obligations.  So, let’s remedy the 

situation now for everyone. 

What everyone should know: 

 The laws of all states All state laws treat bicycles as vehicles; some, including Ohio, 

explicitly define bikes as such.  With few exceptions, bicyclists have the same rights, and are 

bound by the same rules, as operators of other vehicles.  (If you thought otherwise, think again!) 

What motorists should do: 

 Remember, any vehicle ahead of you legally “owns” the lane, regardless of the number of 

wheels it has.  When following a bicycle, maintain an assured clear distance.  When passing, 

keep at least three feet of space between your vehicle and the cyclist.  Ohio law now allows 

crossing a yellow centerline to pass a bike, provided the other lane is clear. 

What motorists should not do: 

 Mainly, just don’t do anything stupid (or juvenile—same thing):  Don’t pass a bicycle 

just before turning right.  Don’t pass a cyclist who’s signaling a left turn.  When passing, don’t 

try to squeeze between a bike on your right and traffic on your left (unless your lane is more than 

14 feet wide); wait until the other lane is clear.  When turning left, yield to oncoming bicycles. 

What bicyclists should do: 

 First, always wear a properly fitting bicycle helmet.  Helmets save lives, but only when 

worn properly: securely fastened, and far enough forward to protect your forehead.  (It’s a 

helmet, not a bonnet!) 

 Second, drive a bike just as you’d drive a car.  Obey all traffic laws, signs, signals, and 
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lane markings.  Ride in the rightmost “through” traffic lane, with the flow of other vehicular 

traffic.  When approaching intersections, check for traffic, signal and enter the appropriate lane 

for the direction you intend to go, and, when turning left, yield to oncoming traffic.  Ride well 

into your lane (usually in the right-hand tire track if it’s in good shape); this makes you clearly 

visible to motorists, and maintains room for avoiding hazards and countering crosswinds. 

 Third, be alert to road conditions and traffic; listen as well as look.  Glance behind every 

few seconds often, or use a rear-view mirror.  Ride smoothly and predictably in a single one lane.  

Cross tracks and bridge joints at close to right angles, to avoid catching a wheel in the gap keep 

wheels out of gaps. 

What cyclists may do that motorists may not: 

 In Ohio, cyclists may legally ride up to two abreast in a single one traffic lane when safe 

to do so.  Bicyclists are also allowed (but not required) to use public bikeways and multi-use 

paths. 

What bicyclists should not do: 

 It’s illegal to bicycle on restricted-access highways (such as Iinterstates), and on any road 

where signage prohibits.  In most cities, it’s illegal to ride bikes on sidewalks in business 

districts.  It’s illegal and extremely dangerous to ride on the left against the flow of traffic, or the 

wrong way on a one-way street. 

 As a rule, don’t ride in a parking lane or on the shoulder (unless it’s wide and clear, or 

marked as a bike lane).  Stay far enough from parked cars that you can’t be “doored.” 

Share the road: 

 Cyclists and motorists alike, remember we’re all human beings.  Ttreat each other with 

courtesy and respect, and according to law.  PASS IT ON! 
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